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May 10, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: Council, May 13, 2019, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city. 
 

Grounds and Cemetery 

As you have likely noticed, MTL has been making great progress with prepping our planting beds 

and streetscapes for the season.  Clean-Cut and Real Pro Solutions performed spring clean-up, and 

have begun mowing for the season.   Turf Services assisted city crews with charging, testing, 

repairing, and placing the various irrigation and watering systems into service.  The crews are also 

working between rainstorms to remove winter decorations, finish winter grave restorations, and 

pour foundations to set headstones.  

 

Electric and Streets   

While in the process of transitioning through 

seasons, the electric and street crews, assisted by 

the fire department, placed new poles to relocate 

our second salt-box storage from the Butler yard 

to near the salt shed with the other unit.  The fire 

department assisted with cleaning the boxes, 

which also gave them an opportunity to test and 

run the grass truck.  We appreciate their 

assistance.  The street sweeper continues to make 

its way through town; and, crews are doing their 

best to keep up with emerging pot-holes, leaves, 

and brush.  Unfortunately, the one-man leaf unit is out of commission while we await parts; and, 

one of our two-man units was struck in traffic, causing minor damage.  Thankfully, no one was 

injured.  That unit is now back in service. 

 

Continuous Training 

Wastewater/Water Operator Rob Dillavou and a couple F&V employees underwent certification 

testing in both areas.  Unfortunately, test results take 6-8 weeks to receive.  Apprentice Lineman 

Henry Krohne participated in his second round of JMAP (Joint Michigan Apprentice Program) at 

the Wolverine Power Cooperative Training Center in Cadillac, gaining valuable knowledge and 

experience, and passing with flying colors. 



 

Upcoming and Ongoing Projects  

Meetings continue to be held with Wightman to touch base on various ongoing projects, with the 

current priorities being the Cass Avenue Park, the Wastewater Treatment Plant MAHL (Maximum 

Allowable Headworks Study), the Sewer Use Ordinance revision, and the CCWS (Cass County 

Water System) Reliability Study and General Plan.  We are awaiting plan approval from the MDEQ 

(Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, now the Michigan Department of Environment, 

Great Lakes, and Energy) for the Cass Avenue Park.  The water and sewer-related items are 

required as corrective-actions and for general compliance, with both nearing completion and 

submission. 

 

We held our annual Arbor Day tree giveaway on Friday, April 26th, and met with Waste 

Management to coordinate and finalize a plan for next week’s Spring Clean-up.  The Utilities 

Department and all crews worked through the 1st seasonal, regular, and extension disconnects of the 

year.   

 

ABC57 aired an informative and relevant story about so-called “Flushable” wipes, of which we 

shared internally and with the public.  It can be found here if you missed it:  

https://abc57.com/news/flushable-wipes-not-so-flushable.   

 

Koontz and Wagner was in to sample our substation transformer oil for testing.  While doing so, 

they discovered some issues with our battery banks, for which solutions are already underway.  

Coincidentally, a raccoon deciding to use our Poplar Substation as a jungle gym resulted in an 

initial 3-hour outage Wednesday morning, and then another outage in the afternoon/evening due to 

complications that followed the initial surge.  Our crew, assisted by Koontz and Wagner, worked 

diligently to restore power, and minimize impact.  Although it took a bit to find, a fault in an 

underground line affecting one last customer in the industrial park is currently in the process of 

being repaired. 

 

Several fresh faces have been, and will be, coming and going.  SMC student Britney Strauss 

interned with Mitch with IT related items.  A young man interested in the trades shadowed our 

electric crew for some exposure to what being a lineman entails, and, Matt Briney (brother of 

Katlyn from the past couple summers), and Kaitlyn Hartsell (daughter of Michell Outlaw), will be 

our help for the summer. 

 

It’s only the beginning of the 2019 dig season and MISS DIG 811 has 

already received a historic number of locate requests! April 2019 had 

107,462 locate requests. This is compared to April 2018, which had 84,383 requests. 

 

This is great news in the fact that we are getting more people to use the MISS DIG 811 process, 

however, this has also caused a challenge on all those involved in keeping the excavators, general 

public and facilities safe. 

  

Thus far, the locators have been working overtime and pressed through the weekends in response to 

the workload. Their efforts have reduced the backlog within the 72-hour legal response window. 

However, Monday and Tuesday are our high demand days, therefore, there is likely to be another 

spike in requests. The facility owners and their locators will continue to monitor workload and 

address the demands as needed. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

https://abc57.com/news/flushable-wipes-not-so-flushable

